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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 5834 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MPOL, NATO, NL, GW 

SUBJ: DUTCH AND GERMANS LOOK AT SPECIALIZATION POSSIBILITIES 
REF: THE HAGUE 5792 

1. SUMMARY: THOUGH NOTION OF POSSIBLE DUTCH-FRG SWAP OF NATO- 
ASSIGNED TASKS IS ONLY IN EXPLORATORY PHASE, IT WILL BE PURSUED 
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IN FURTHER DISCUSSIONS BEGINNING NEXT WEEK WHN DUTCH STATE 
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE STEMERDINK VISITS BONN. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHEN WE QUERIED MOD ABOUT PRESS ACCOUNTS OF DISCUSSIONS ABOUT 
POSSIBLE MAJOR SWAP OF FRG AND DUTCH DEFENSE TAKS (REFTEL), WE 
WERE TOLD THAT STORY OF VREDELING-LEBER DISCUSSIONS AT EUROGROUP 
IN THE HAGUE LAST WEEK BROKE PREMATURELY, MOST LIKELY FROM SPD 
SOURCES IN BONN. BRITISH MOD MASON WAS ALSO IN ON DISCUSSIONS, 
THOUGH ONLY IN A PRELIMINARY WAY. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, DIS- 
CUSSIONS TOOK PLACE AGAINST BACKGROUND OF FEELING THAT, WHILE 
THERE HAD BEEN TALK IN NATO ABOUT RATIONALIZATION, THERE HAD 

SO FAR BEEN LITTLE ACTION AND THAT THEREFORE, THE TIME HAD COME TO 
CONSIDER AMONG INTERESTED PARTIES WHAT CONCRETE RATIONALIZATION 
PROJECTS MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. 

3. ISSUE HAS NOW BEEN REMANDED TO STATE SECRETARY LEVEL AND WILT. 

BE PURSUED NEXT WEEK WHEN NETHERLANDS DEFENSE STATE SECRETARY 
STEMERDINK VISITS HIS OPPOSITE NUMBER, MANN, IN BONN. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, WE WERE TOKD THAT NETHERLANDS 
MISSION NATO HAD BEEN INFORMED OF FOREGOING IN A MESSAGE STRESSING 
THAT DISCUSSIONS ARE AT THIS STAGE ONLY OF A PRELIMINARY NATURE. 

NOT CLEAR WHETHER HARTOGH HAS BEEN SPECIFICALLY TOLD TO INFORM 
ALLIES, THOUGH IT IS LIKELY HE WILL DO SO. 

5. COMMENT: IT NOW APPEARS THAT THERE MAY BE MORE TO THIS THAN 
MERE LUNCHEON TALK. NETHERLANDS DEFMIN VREDELING SEEMS SERIOUS 
ABOUT PURSUING POSSIBILITIES FOR MAJOR RESTRUCTURING OF NATO TASKS 
AND IS EVIDENTLY NOT SHY IN HIS THINKING. ATTRACTIVE ELEMENT TO 
DUTCH WOULD BE INCREASED NAVAL SHIPBUILDING PROGRAM (MORE JOBS) 
AND GREATER NAVAL ROLE (DUTCH TRADITION) WHILE SHEDDING 
EXPENSIVE ARMY TASKS (SALARIES). MOD IS UNDER IMPRESSSION 

THAT MOD LEBER ALSO SAW POTENTIAL ADVANTAGES IN SWAP FROM GERMAN 
POINT OF VIEW. PRESS REPORTS REVEAL VREDELING TOLD REGIONAL 
LABOR PARTY MEETING NOV 12 THAT IT WAS "NOT IMPOSSIBLE" THAT 
CONCRETE AGREEMENTS WOULD BE REACHED "SHORTLY", CONTRASTING WITH 
EARLIER ASSERTIONS IN SAME ADDRESS THAT ORIGINAL REPORTS ABOUT 
POSSIBLE DIVISION OF DEFENSE TASKS HAD BEEN "SOMEWHAT TOO 
OPTIMISTIC." ALL THIS INDICATES THAT PREMATURE LEAK HAS CAUGHT 
VREDELING SOMEWHAT OFF GUARD AND THAT HE IS NOW ATTEMPTING TO 
FIND THE MOS COMFORTABLE PUBLIC POSTURE. ONE ELEMENT WILL BE 
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HOW TO HANDLE PROBLEM OF KEEPING NATO ALLIES INFORMED, AND IT WILL 
BE INTERESTING TO SEE HOW HARTOGH HANDLES THIS. 

GOULD 
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